
(Sample Land Use Agreement for New Yard Sharing Networks maintaining and 
overseeing multiple yards. We recommend you use this as a guide and make 
adjustments as needed) 
 

LAND USE AGREEMENT  
Disclaimer: The information in this document (“document”) is provided for general informational 
purposes only, and may not reflect the current law in your jurisdiction. No information contained in 
this post should be construed as legal advice from YardSharingToolKit.wixsite.com or the 
individual author, nor is it intended to be a substitute for legal counsel on any subject matter. No 
reader of this document should act or refrain from acting on the basis of any information included 
in, or accessible through, this document without seeking the appropriate legal or other professional 
advice on the particular facts and circumstances at issue from a lawyer licensed in the recipient’s 
state, country or other appropriate licensing jurisdiction. 

 

Land Use Agreement 
This agreement does not strive for air-tight legal enforceability but rather for clear communication 
between the land lender (HOST), NETWORK and GARDENERS (defined below).  

 

I. Defining Involved Parties 

The HOST is the resident or representative(s) of residents of the home attached to the parcel to be 
shared. HOSTS may be either owners or tenants with discretion over the property’s outdoor 
elements. 

The NETWORK is an unincorporated initiative of LETS GO Chicago. LETS GO Chicago’s partner 
organizations and sponsors, including the United Church of Rogers Park and Grand Aspirations, do 
not accept any responsibility in this project.  

The GARDENERS are those who contribute to the maintenance of the parcel but who are neither 
staff of LETS GO Chicago nor residents at the host site. 

 

II. Responsibilities of NETWORK 

NETWORK agrees to:  

A. Oversee all arrangements for operations of a shared garden network including:  

1. Facilitating relationships between GARDENERS and HOSTS 

2. building raised beds for the growing of food;  

3. Oversee finances of the network including: securing finances for new gardens and 
other network materials, collecting plot fees, managing monetary and 



non-monetary donations  

4. Making improvements to the soil including bringing in top soil and compost 
annually;  

5. Provide gardening training to the HOST, GARDENERS, and interested public 

 

B. Take pictures of the any new HOST spaces prior to any construction or changes to the 
space 

 

C. Obtain approval from the HOST prior to making any structural improvements to the 
property. This included providing visual designs of construction plans prior to the 
construction process. Once constructed NETWORK will maintain such structures in sound 
condition; 

 

D. Monitor and ensure that the property is kept in good order. This includes keeping the 
property:  

1. clean and free of trash and debris during construction, including keeping the fence 
in place,  

2. free from any obstacles or hazards that might affect the safety of neighbors and 
pedestrians; and  

3. free of any noises or odors that might diminish the quality of life of neighbors.  

 

D. Require GARDENERS for this parcel to sign THIS agreement prior to their use of this 
site: 

 

E. To the extent reasonable, limit access to the site:  

1. to only individuals who have signed and agreed to the terms of the waiver and 
their guests (only when accompanied by the participant).  

2. to use during daylight hours.  

 

G. During the period of this agreement, repairing any damage to the site caused by 
gardeners to at least its original condition;  

 

H. Allow representatives from the HOST on-site at any time during the duration of this 
agreement to inspect the site to ensure that the terms of this agreement are being met.  

 



I. Identify a point person to represent NETWORK in all matters related to this agreement 
and ensure clear communication (this does not imply personal liability); NETWORK may 
identify a new point person and provide notice to HOST and GARDENERS. 

 

III. Responsibilities of the HOST 

HOST agrees to:  

A. Provide: (Please Check off that which apply) 

Use of a parcel of specified land at __________________ (address) to 
NETWORK for use as a neighborhood garden at a price of $0 and not participate in 
the growing of food with the NETWORK.  

OR 

Use of a parcel of specified land at __________________ (address) to 
NETWORK for use as a neighborhood garden at a price of $0 and be an active 
participant in the growing of food with the NETWORK. (If you would like to grow 
food in some of the space build by the Yard Share Network, we ask that you commit 
to donating space for at least one other plot for another GROWER) 

 

B. Provide access by the NETWORK to this parcel for the next 3 years from the beginning 
of the relationship on ________________ (date). If the relationship between the HOST and 
the NETWORK  ends before this 3 year agreement, the HOST will agree to forfeit any 
material infrastructure added to their space by the NETWORK, back to the NETWORK.  

 

B. Maintain the portion of the site not used by the GROWERS and the NETWORK; and  

 

C. Identify a HOST person to be a primary contact for NETWORK in matters related to this 
contract.  

 

D. Provide: (Please Check off that which apply) 

 Access to tools (such as gloves, shovels, pruners, trowels) that are the property 
of the HOST. These materials include: 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________ 

AND / OR 

Provide access to a space to store tools made available by (but remaining the 



property of) the NETWORK or the GARDENERS. This space is:_______________ 

OR 

Provide neither tools nor access to a storage space 

 

E. Provide regular access to water (such as a functional outdoor hose and spigot) the cost of 
which will be borne by the HOST. Any conditions include 
__________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________. 

 

F. Allow the NETWORK to host public trainings or workshops of no more than ___ people, 
given notice  ___ days in advance. 

 

G. Maintain the organic nature of the parcel by minimizing use of chemical fertilizers on the 
property AND/OR taking care to keep chemical treatments away from the parcel. 

 

H. Allow access to parcels of land spared with the NETWORK between the hours of 
_______ and _________ during the days of _________________________________. 

 

J. Allow NETWORK to install sign advertising the local Yard Sharing Netowrk 

 

III. Responsibilities of the GARDENERS 

A. Follow all specifications from HOST listed in this agreement  

 

B. Pay annual sliding scale plot fee by May 1st of participating year.  

 

C. Attend at least 2 of the monthly potluck/ training held at participating HOST spaces.  

 

D. Monitor and ensure that the property is kept in good order. This includes keeping the 
property:  

1. clean and free of trash and debris, including keeping the fence in place, and the 
plants watered and well maintained;  

2. free from any obstacles or hazards that might affect the safety of neighbors and 
pedestrians; and  

3. free of any noises or odors that might diminish the quality of life of neighbors.  



 

E. Maintain regular and active upkeep of assigned parcel for the growing of food.  

 

F. Understand that if these conditions are not met, plots will be reassigned to new 
GROWERS.  

 

IV.  

Additional Responsibilities and Terms of the Agreement:  

A. Both the HOST and NETWORK agree to abide by all applicable provisions and 
regulations of the federal, state, and city laws and ordinances.  

B. Both the HOST and NETWORK are acting as independent contractors with independent 
and severable liability.  

C. Amendment: This agreement may be modified or amended if the amendment is made in 
writing and signed by all parties.  

D. Termination: This agreement may be terminated immediately if the conditions of the 
contract are not met and the party in error is given at least 30 days to remediate any 
infractions.  

E. Negation of Joint Venture: Nothing contained in this Agreement shall constitute or create 
a partnership or joint venture between the parties.  

F. Applicable Law: This agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Illinois.  

G. Entire Agreement: The Agreement is the entire and only agreement between the parties 
and supersedes all prior understandings and practices between the parties.  

 

Acknowledged, Accepted and Approved  

By:  

Date:  

 

NETWORK: representative name 

Title 

Phone 

Email 

Signature: 

 

HOST: representative name  



Title 

Phone 

Email 

Signature:  

 

“I understand that neither [NETWORK] nor [HOST] are responsible for my actions. I therefore 
agree to hold them harmless for any liability, damage, loss or claim that occurs in connection with 
the use of the garden by me or any of my guests. Furthermore, I recognize that while gardening and 
working with tools occurs ordinarily without injury, they are potentially dangerous activities and I 
will not hold others liable for bodily injury I may incur while working in the garden. I will respect 
rules of conduct, including those pertaining to guests, hours of access, and harvests.” 

Furthermore, as part of the process of engaging GARDENERS for this site, the NETWORK will 
facilitate a meeting between HOST and GARDENERS that establishes mutual understandings of 
expectations. 

 

GROWER: individual name 

Title 

Phone 

Email 

Date:  

Signature  

 

GROWER: individual name 

Title 

Phone 

Email 

Date:  

Signature:  

 

GROWER: individual name 

Title 

Phone 

Email 

Date:  



Signature:  

 

GROWER: individual name 

Title 

Phone 

Email 

Date:  

Signature:  

 


